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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, FR, UK, IR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: THE SHAH'S CONCORDES 

1. FRENCH RADIO ANNOUNCED EVENING JUNE 28 THAT 
PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC HAD TOLD PRESS THAT SHAH 
HAD CONVERTED HIS THREE OPTIONS ON CONCORDE INTO 
FIRM ORDERS. MISE AU POINT FROM PRIME MINISTER'S 
OFFICE CARRIED BY AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE JUNE 29 
STATED THAT "CONTRARY TO CERTAIN NEWS REPORTS" 

SHAH HAD SIMPLY CONFIRMED THAT HE WAS MAINTAINING 
HIS THREE OPTIONS. 

2. ONLY INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE OF JULY 1 
REPORTED ABOVE CONFUSING BY-PLAY DRAWING 

ON REUTERS DESPATCH FROM TEHRAN. FRENCH PRESS 
MERELY NOTED IN FAIRLY LOW KEY THAT SHAH HAD 
TRAVELED BACK TO TEHRAN VIA CONCORDE AND WAS MAINTAIN- 
ING HIS OPTIONS FOR POSSIBLE PURCHASE. 

3. COMMENT: WE SUSPECT THAT GOF WORKED HARD ON SHAH 
TO TRY TO BRING HIM TO CONVERT HIS OPTIONS INTO 

FIRM ORDERS, FOR RECEIPT OF ORDER FOR THREE MORE 
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CONCORDES AND FIRST ORDER FROM FOREIGN BUYER WOULD 
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PROBABLY HAVE MADE CONTINUATION OF CONCORDE PROGRAM 
A FOREGONE CONCLUSION WHEN FRENCH AND BRITISH MEET 
LATER THIS MONTH TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION, AND IT 
WOULD HAVE STRENGTHENED FRENCH HAND IN THOSE TALKS IN 
ARGUING FOR EXTENSION OF CONCORDE PRODUCTION RUN TO 
NINETEEN AIRCRAFT. SO IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT 
CHIRAC OR HIS STAFF MAY HAVE PREMATURELY AND EAGERLY 
MISREAD THE SHAH'S INTENTIONS. 

IRWIN 
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